Dear Bud, 12/21/74 

Were I of a B i n d to I could embarrass you very much In dealing with the operative 
paragraph of your letter of the 19th to HcMnley. Hot the Uaxney-what has meaning. 

Tour insensitivity certainly invites it. 

After the kind of work I did beginning in September of this year alone and lastin g 
well into November I’m the last guy who wants to hear that "under tlio present circura- 
stanoes, appearances are just as important as realities." 

What we need is/a°£ittle reality to bo as important as some of the appearances. 

fou talk yourself into belivcing this Mnd of otter nonsense and because it 
servos whatever emotional need you think you are serving it becomes instant reality. 

'friers is no payment of nay kind involved. It is your fiction. 

What one means by "payments of any kind” in terns of **ay *3 interest, however, ought 
not ignore the utterly unconscionable self-promotion and CTIA, promo tioas you ran on the 
Ray case for years. 

Or your fumy into Detroit while refusing to pay necessary investigative espouses. 
There was no evidence in ^etroit but there was in your Bind the potential of what for 
you is "payment." i*o you jeopardised much for it. Thin Mas what you describe perhaps as 
*1 must exercise oy best judgement as to sWtt what is in ry clients best interest?" Or 
wan this noble unselfishness exaroased , by h aving you intended flack at th» hearing so 
®ailc could play back to hiss some slcksicksiok tapes? 

Coiae off it. Tau kid only yourself. Putting thin kind of self-serving pap on 
paper demeans you and isnulta the intelligence of everyone else. 

Sven tho bait of the underscored "at .thia tine " la as puerile as it is irrelevant 
because Hoy is not this time. 

off it in your own interest because pretending to yourself Is at aonc point 
going to hurt you. I'ia not going to. Ton are your own danger. 

Kidding Jim along at tills point is to kid yourself. % nay not know the specifics 
of which I could give you much none but you are not conning to a with talk of payments when 

there are ao^or "at this time" when he has to do or not do now. 

Personally I don't cans what he does or does not do. It can't help me if he has 

an interview with Jijauiy and it can't hurt me if he doesn't. The one thing that can help 

me in all this is the way you are carrying on. It is against Ey personal interest to go 
to Ba-hvilie and would be if I had nothing else to do except try to sell a book. I haven't 
been able to rtially do that. put ev stona windows in. Or out firewood. Or any of many 
things that have day-to-day meaning to me. 

, «*/ 

It was ted enough when you aak/ae to write ^im slid got a proposal from him in writing 
so you can consider it and then before tiiere la time youn write the letter you did. There 
was no need for such haste, but you wanted to kill something in wfcftoh for the first time 
you would ins not bo the respondent hero, as you ese it. The hail with it if it really 
could help Jinny. Ho promo for you so It is suddenly bad and not in your client’s interest 
but a Tomorrow interWsw and teg. Post one were somehow different. That was to abuse him 
and to abuse me. How you insult the intelligence of both of us and because you put shit 
an paper suddenly it is the given ward. 



She closest thing to honesty in this la the pretense of fear. la that the record 
supports you* if it is fear of doing uhat should have been done rather than fear of the 
ghost or Henry Knile over whoa you should have sprinkled some holy legal water but 
lacked the balls. 

Unless Hiruy lied to ae - sod I didn't even raise the question with hi® - your 
representation of his belief is not true. Unless there is a subtlety in "as of that 
date*" 

1*11 have nothing to say to diary on this. If he raises the question with me I'll 
tell bin what I think, no more* He has enough troubles without having to try to tauter** 
stand sick concepts of self. And he's had a heavy enough dose of that anyway. 

I also don't give a drtan about what Playboy does or does not do. As you have with 
every aspect of this, you have made the whole business utterly disagreeable and in tee 
most childish and needless kind of way. Icu kid yourself and the whole world has to kid 
itself otherwise there is something wrong with tile world, not you. Wo should have been 
able to take sow satisfaction from what we've done but that meagre pay you also won't 
permit. Any kind of payment except to you is as his money was with Bute, Obscene. 

aOeas magasines hate changed since I worked fer them, that we'll be back in 
touch jass won't mean a thing.Exeopt to antagonise then even more. 

It would be good for everybody but especially for you if you could come in contact 
with reality on this while business. Per your sake if not God's I hope It is possible 
before it is too late. Teu've made so many mistakes you are wall into borrowed time. 

iiinceroly, 



bee: JL- Should he change his mind now I won't be in on it. fhis having to gowtear to Mh 
emotional illness is to high a ,^pice for me with all the real realities I can't get to. 
And writing an inane Ward-heeler's letter is only anotlier insult to Jim McKinley and to 
me. Where the hell does he get off showing such, a low opinion of anyone's common sense. 

I'm not going to do anything about this. But there is going to come a time if he doesn't 
straighten himself out and atop all this sick stuff and personal abuse when I won't even 
want to keep myself under control After chiselling petty sums from me, thd is ju§t a 
bit much. 



